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Course Description 
AP Spanish Literature and Culture is designed to introduce students to the formal study of Peninsular                
Spanish, Latin American, and U.S. Hispanic literature. The course aims to develop students’ critical              
reading and analytical writing skills in Spanish as well as their ability to make interdisciplinary connections                
and explore linguistic and cultural comparisons. 
The works are presented in chronological order with the aim of integrating the historical themes and                
literary movements of the different time periods. Students are expected to discuss literary texts and their                
different historical, socio-cultural and geopolitical contexts in a variety of interactive oral and written              
formats in Spanish. Additionally, students will analyze themes and features of artistic representations,             
audiovisual materials and audio sources in Spanish related to course content. 

  
Course Objectives 
Students will: 
• Acquire the appropriate vocabulary and terminology to analyze and discuss a literary selection. 
• Engage in analyzing critically the form and content of literary works using the appropriate terms and                 
tools to engage in literary analysis, and responding through integrated writing and speaking activities. 
• Examine and analyze the main ideas, themes and principal characters of text written by required                
authors. 
• Recognize characteristic features of an author’s style in literature written by required authors. 
• Write focused, organized essays that analyze how a given theme is treated in one particular poem or                  
prose work. 
• Write essays comparing how a theme is treated in two or more works from the required reading list. 
• Write essays analyzing critical commentary about a particular work from the require reading list. 
• Gain an understanding of historical, cultural and literary background relevant to the works. 

 
Course Activities 
A variety of activities are provided to enable the students to incorporate the four language skills in order to                   
synthesize authentic materials. 
• Connect basic human experience to upcoming text by completing pre-reading activities. 
• Respond to questions focusing on basic comprehension. 
• Complete a “visual organizer” to list information such as: literary terms required to describe the devices                 
found within the work, the themes in the work, cultural context to frame the theme, character                
development, etc.  
• Debate various points of view encountered in the literary works. 
• Create original presentations using a variety of media that evaluate and synthesize themes              
encountered in the works studied. 
• Interpret  scenes from different works through reenactment. 
• Identify selected quotes and explain their significance within the context of the whole work. 
• Recognize the roles of different registers, styles and regional variations. 
• Conduct research into genres, authors, historical and cultural influences related to selected works. 

  



Assessments 
Assessments will contain both free response and multiple choice questions about readings, presentations             
and language use. Multiple choice sections will include analytical type questions and free response              
questions will require making comparisons or synthesizing information. Formal writing is scored using             
both content and language rubrics established by AP Central. Interactive readings representative of             
prose, poetry and drama of different periods, in class essay writing, and informal and formal oral                
presentations are assessed at least once each six weeks. 
  

Content and organization 
This course will be conducted entirely in Spanish. It will begin with an introduction to the study of                  
literature, literary terms, poetry metrics and a grammar review. The sequence of the material presented               
will depend on the pace of the class as a whole, but the core content will be presented in three units                     
spanning two semesters. 
Each week will also include activities that provide practice for the actual examination. Each unit will begin                 
with an introductory lecture that will cover historical, social and political context for the readings. The units                 
will be further divided by themes and the reading selections will be grouped together accordingly. This                
might necessitate reading some selections out of their chronological sequence. 
  
FIRST QUARTER 
Unit I: Medieval Literature 
A. Medieval Spain and the Re-conquest: History and Literature 
B. The New World: Conquest and Legacy 
 
SECOND QUARTER 
Unit II: Golden Age Literature 
A. The Golden Age: Poetry, Drama and Prose 
B. The Baroque: A Bridge between Don Quixote and Modernism 
 
THIRD QUARTER 
Unit III: Nineteenth Century Literature 
A. Romanticism: A Bridge to the Modern Era 
B. Naturalism and Realism: Writing for an Emergent Middle Class 
C. Modernism: Latin America’s Legacy and Influence 
 
FOURTH QUARTER 
Unit IV: Twentieth Century Literature 
A. The Early Years: Modernism Breeds Avant-garde and Existentialism 
B. The “Boom” of Latin American Narrative 
C. The Female Voice in Contemporary Latin American Narrative 
  

❖ The course explicitly addresses each of the following themes: 
1. Las relaciones interpersonales 
2. La construcción del género 
3. Las sociedades en contacto 
4. El tiempo y el espacio 
5. La dualidad del ser 
6. La creación literaria 


